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1 . TO UPDATE, LATEST INFO OBTAINED EROM A PRIME CONTACT 
AHMED ABAD THIS MORNING BY TELEPHONE INDICATED ARMY SLATED 
TAKE OVER MAINTENANCE LAW AND ORDER AHMED ABAD AT NOON 
TODAY. THIS PRESUMABLY IN RESPONSE REPORTED GUJARAT 
EMERGENCY CABINET DECISION 26TH TO SEEK ARMY ASSISTANCE IN 
VIEW CONTINUED WIDESPREAD LOOTING EOOD SHOPS AND ACTS 
VIOLENCE WITHIN CITY. NORMALCY EXPECTED BE RESTORED CITY 
WITHIN 2 TO 3 DAYS. GUJARAT CABINET DECISION TAKEN IN 
AFTERMATH MOST RECENT INCIDENTS INVOLVING POLICE FIRINGS AND 
DEATHS JAN 25 AND 26 AHMED ABAD IN WHICH TOTAL 5 PERSONS 
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REPORTEDLY KILLED. 
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2. ACCORDING GUJARATI SOURCES, JAN 25 STATEWIDE BANDH CALLED 
JOINTLY BY LEETIST TRADE UNIONS AND STUDENTS SUCCESSFUL. 

AUTHORITIES WERE FORCED PLACE SOME 40 OF GUJARAT'S SOME 50 
TOWNS AND CITIES UNDER CURFEW AS PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE. 

WORST INCIDENTS OCCURRED AHMED ABAD WHERE 4 KILLED IN COURSE 
STREET BATTLE BETWEEN MOB AND POLICE. CITY REPORTEDLY 
PARALYZED. TWO OTHERS KILLED ELSEWHERE THAT DAY (ONE IN 
LUNAWADA AND ONE IN DEHGAM). POLICE ALSO HAD TO OPEN EIRE 

IN BARODA AND SEVERAL OTHER TOWNS. ON 26TH ONE PERSON WAS 
KILLED IN POLICE FIRINGS IN AHMEDABAD AND ONE IN RAJPIPLA IN 
BROACH DISTRICT. 

3. ACCORDING OUR SOURCES, SCHISM WITHIN RULING CONGRESS 
PARTY HAS DEEPENED AND PRES GPCC DARJI IS EXPECTED TO 
COME OUT OPENLY AND DEMAND CHIEF MIN CHIMANBHAI PATEL'S 
RESIGNATION WHICH A MAJOR OBJECTIVE STUDENT AGITATION. IN 
CIRCUMSTANCES PM MAY INTERVENE AND PRESS CHIMANBHAI TO 
STEP DOWN AND IN FAVOR OF EITHER FIN MIN AMUL DESAI OR 
HEALTH MIN THAKORABHAI PATEL. 

4. COMMENT. WE CONTINUE FEEL IMPOSITION PRESIDENT'S RULE 
UNLIKELY BECAUSE PROXIMITY U.P. ELECTIONS AND POSSIBLE 
RESERVATIONS AS REGARDS STRENGTH PRESENT GOVERNOR GUJARAT 
VISHWANATHAN (FORMER PCC PRESIDENT KERALA) TO ADMINISTER STATE 
UNDER PRESIDENT'S RULE. IN CIRCUMSTANCES A CABINET RESHUFFLE 
INCLUDING REPLACEMENT CHIMANBHAI SEEMS MOST LIKELY. 

5. FROM WHERE WE SIT HOWEVER RESORT TO THE TRADITIONAL GAME 
OF MUSICAL CHAIRS IN THE CABINET, BLAMING THE JANA SANGH 
(DIXIT) OR "ANTI-SOCIAL ELEMENTS" (CHIMANBHAI), OR EMPLOYMENT 
OF THE ARMY TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER WILL LIKELY NOT SUFFICE 
TO HALT THE HEMORRHAGE IN GUJARAT OR GET AT THE ROOT CAUSE OF 
POPULAR UNREST THERE WHICH IS SIMPLY ONE OF NOT ENOUGH FOOD 
AT REASONABLE PRICES AND A GROWING LOSS OF PUBLIC CONFIDENCE 
IN THE CONGRESS PARTY AND ITS GOVERNMENTAL APPARATUS IN A 
STATE IN WHICH IT ENJOYS A MASSIVE LEGISLATIVE MAJORITY. THE 
SPONTANEITY AND WIDESPREAD NATURE OF THE VIOLENCE AND THE 
PRINCIPAL ELEMENTS PARTICIPATING IN IT SUGGEST THE POPULAR 

OR MASS CHARACTER OF THE UNREST. STUDENTS ARE PLAYING UNPRECEDENTED 
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ROLE IN STRUGGLE AGAINST GOVT. LARGE SCALE FOOD ASSISTANCE 
FROM GOI FOLLOWED BY EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION WOULD APPEAR 
TO US TO BE ONLY HOPE OF RESTORING NORMALCY GUJARAT. 

RATHER THAN TIGHTEN BELTS WE WOULD EXPECT PEOPLE TO CONTINUE 
TO TAKE TO THE STREETS WITH OR WITHOUT URGING OPPOSITION 
POLITICAL ELEMENTS. 

BANE 
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